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Apples for the Teacher:  Stocking stuffer items for student’s stockings.  We have 19 students.








Specials rotation for next week: 


Mon. – School Assembly


Tues. – Computer Lab


Wed. – P.E. (Polar Express Day and Party)


Thurs. –Music


Fri. – NO SCHOOL


(Please wear sneakers on P.E. days)





F.Y.I. & /Reminders


~Please send in your 19 stocking stuffer items before next Tuesday so we have time to get all the stockings ready before Wednesday.


~Next Monday we will have our first Performing Arts school assembly.


~Our class party is on Wednesday.


~We also have Polar Express day on Wednesday.  The students are permitted to wear their pajamas to school on this day.  They need to wear shoes and not slippers with their PJ’s, as we will still have specials and outside time.


~Parents are invited to attend our class party on Wednesday from 11:15 to 12:15.  I will have a sign out sheet available if you wish to check your child out after the party. 


~We do have school on Thursday but not on Friday and please be aware the students return to school on Tuesday, Jan. 10 and NOT on Monday.





Upcoming Events





12/17 Winter Festival/Reindeer Run: Registration is at 7:30


12/21 Polar Express Day!  (Wear your PJ’s to school) and Class Party at 11:15 (Parents Invited)


12/23-1/9 No School (Winter Holidays)


1/10 (TUESDAY) Students return to school





Curriculum Corner  


Reading:  This week in shared reading we read a song and a poem in our pocket chart.  The “I Can See” song taught us that just having a capital and period in a string of words does not make it a sentence.  It also has to make sense and tell us something.  The “What Shall We Put on The Christmas Tree?” poem, taught us the difference between a question and a telling sentence.  We practiced knowing when to use a question mark and when to use a period.  We also read two books that related to our senses, Jingle Bells and I Smell Christmas.   Both of these books were fiction.  Then in the afternoon, during our unit study, we read two other books that related to our senses that were non-fiction.  We are trying hard to learn to identify these two genres of text.


Math: This week we worked on number sense.  We practiced naming numbers before, after, and between  given numbers.  We used a number line to figure it out.  We also learned to use 5 and 10 as benchmarks for numbers and practiced telling if a given number was closer to 5 or 10.  We have also been learning to count large sets of items using ten frames and how to put missing numbers in a string of given numbers, both counting forward and backward.  This was not easy!!!


Writing:  We practiced all week writing in our journals the same way we write our stories in writer’s workshop.  I want the children to make the connection that they should always think in the format; Bold Beginning, Mighty Middle, and Excellent Ending.  Again, this was very challenging, but I am hopeful that with practice they will make this connection and write using the paragraph format consistently.


Health:  Our theme for the past two weeks has been, “The Senses of Christmas”! We are learning what our five senses are, the body parts used for each sense and how to keep those body parts safe.  We have also been conducting a lot of experiments.  We tasted while holding our noses.  We smelled things in jars and guessed what the smell was. We also made sounds with various items found in our room and a friend had to listen and guess what was making the sound.  It has been a fun week!


					


Have a great weekend,


Mrs. Hooks (











