Child Lures Guidance Lessons

In January Mrs. Carty and Mrs. Chupp will be presenting a Safety Awareness Program called “Child Lures” during classroom guidance to all students.  Through this program, students will learn strategies to protect themselves from various types of dangerous situations.  At the same time, this program will promote their confidence and self-awareness.

I wanted to inform you that these lessons are occurring and encourage you to discuss the following information with your child:

SAFEGUARDING YOUR CHILDREN:

· Teach children age 3 and older their phone number, home address, and how to dial 911, or an appropriate emergency number.

· Instruct children to never open the door to anyone and to keep doors locked at all times when they are home alone.

· Tell children to never give out personal information over the phone or Internet, or volunteer family members’ schedules or whereabouts to unknown callers.

· Tell children to be cautious with, but not fearful of strangers.  Instruct them to never approach the car of someone asking for directions or agree to help an adult search for something.  If they sense trouble from a stranger, instruct them to ignore that person or run away to the nearest public place to ask for help.

(These tips are provided by the National PTA.)

MORE TIPS…

· Avoid scare tactics.  Explain that most adults would never do anything to hurt a child.  

Those who prey on children are the exception.  Develop strong communication skills.  

· Let your children know they can tell you anything—and you will believe them.  

Stress that there should be no secrets from you, especially those involving another adult.

· Make a strong effort to know your children’s friends and their families.

· Encourage involvement in and chaperone extracurricular activities.  Children with many 

interests are less likely to experiment with drugs.

· Instruct children to never go with or get in a car with anyone, unless you have granted direct permission.

· Encourage children to assess situations critically and to recognize and follow their instincts.  Listen to your own instincts.  If a situation or a person makes you or your child uncomfortable, then act on those instincts.

(These tips are provided by the Child Lures Family Guide written by co-authors Rosemary Wooden Webb and Jennifer Wooden.)

